_ onecfcusao

ol o Couples For Christ

@

aug’22 Reflection of the Heart #64

the Virgin Marry,
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Speaker: Fr. Donald Calloway / Synopsis by the Gift of Life Ministry

“The Virgin Mary:
The Masterpiece
of God”

Click to listen to
Fr. Donald Calloway

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhdAiIEVmeOl

} A. GATHERING
Suggested praise and worship songs
(O Magnificat
@ My Life
@ Heaven

B. THE VIRGIN MARY: GOD’S MASTERPIECE

“Never be afraid of loving the Blessed Virgin too much.
You can never love her more than Jesus did,” Father Donald
Calloway recounts the words of St. Maximilian Kolbe.


https://couplesforchristusa.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhdAiEVme0I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhdAiEVme0I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhdAiEVme0I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhdAiEVme0I
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Indeed, Jesus loves the Blessed Mother very much so that she is
made immaculate and perfect.

In this talk, Fr. Calloway unravels the beauty, mystery and dignity
of the Mother of God. He describes the Blessed Virgin as truly the
masterpiece creation of The Holy Trinity by which the God-man
fashioned His own mother as a flawless model of maternity and
femininity.

God the Holy Spirit formed her as His beautiful bride.

And God the Father created her as His lovely daughter.

God loves Mary so much that He did not deprive her of any
blessings, including perpetual virginity and bodily assumption.
The Blessed Mother’s dignity is so great that God obeys her, saints
honor her, and all the demons fear her!

Our Lady is a saint-maker.

Mary is the blueprint of what it means to be a true disciple of
Christ. Without a relationship with Mary, we couldn’t be completely
conformed to Jesus Christ. We need to know Mary, to totally know
who Jesus is.

Live under her mantle.

God chose to crush the serpent through Mary because Jesus lives
in her. Mary, our mother, protects us. She transforms our hearts.
She feeds us through making it possible for us to receive

the gift of the Eucharist. Mary bears and mothers Jesus for us to
have eternal life. We need her in our journey to Heaven.
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Mary’s body will not die.

Our Lady’s womb is God’s abode—a sanctuary. Our Lady is

a living tabernacle. Where Mary goes, Jesus is with her. The
God-Man took residency in her body. Because Mary is God’s
Masterpiece, Jesus will not allow her body to decay. Fr. Joseph
Calloway expounds on this dogma through the biological reality of
“fetal microchimerism.”

Mary is made perfect and created as God’s masterpiece because
God resides in her. She is God’s mother —she is created blessed
and immaculate for each of us.

C. THE DOGMA OF THE
ASSUMPTION OF MARY

The dogma of Mary’s bodily assumption into heaven was
proclaimed in 1950 by Pius Xll in the encyclical Providentissimus
Deus. This dogma declares that Mary is with God in heaven in
both her body and soul. It teaches that after our earthy life is over,
we will continue to be body-persons, either in heaven or in hell,
that is — we do not shed our bodies, as though they were a shell
to be discarded.’

What is interesting concerning the time in which the dogma of
Mary’s assumption into heaven was proclaimed — is the fact that
it was declared when the dignity of the human body was under
serious attack.? As noted by writer and theologian, Sister Mary
Prokes, the dogma was promulgated years after the atomic
bombs devastated Japan, the legacy of World War Il, amidst war
and destruction, concentration camps and death by radiation.®

Fundamentally, no matter what era, Mary’s assumption teaches
us that God made the body good and desires it to be with Him in
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heaven. This dogma opens our eyes about the goodness of our
body as St. John Paul Il acclaims: Mary’s assumption reveals
the nobility and dignity of the human body. The mystery

of the assumption proclaims the supernatural destiny and
dignity of every human body, called by the Lord to become
an instrument of holiness and to share in His glory.

Mary entered into glory because she welcomed the Son of

God in her virginal womb and in her heart. By looking at her, the
Christian learns to discover the value of his own body and to guard
it as a temple of God, in expectation of the resurrection. The
Assumption, a privilege granted to the Mother of God, thus
has immense value for the life and destiny of humanity.®

D. FURTHER READING: “THE VIRGIN MARY
AND THE THEOLOGY OF THE BODY”

One of the greatest gifts God and the Blessed Mother gave to
the Church is the papacy of St. John Paul I, that brought us the
teachings of the Theology of the Body. Theology of the Body
(TOB) is the topic of a series of 129 lectures given by Pope John
Paul Il during his Wednesday audiences in St. Peter’s Square
and the Paul VI Audience Hall between September 5, 1979, and
November 28, 1984. In Theology of the Body, St. John Paul |l
intended to establish an adequate anthropology in which the
human body reveals God.* What is the relationship between
John Paul II’s Theology of the Body and what the Church
teaches as Marian dogmas— Mary makes the Theology of
the Body concrete and real.

There are four points that encapsulate what St. John Paul Il is trying
to teach modern society about the body:
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(1 The body is a gift.

@ The body is nuptial.

@ The body is fruitful.

@ The body is essential to the human person.

The body is a gift is exemplified by the mystery of the
Immaculate Conception. Mary having been created free from
stain of original sin is a gift of God’s superabundant mercy.

The body is nuptial, that is, meant to be a sacrament of the
person and an expression of communion of persons existing
between individuals, is linked to Mary’s perpetual virginity.

Mary’s divine motherhood (Theotokos) shows us that she fully
gives her body away in virginity in order to allow God to fructify
her, thereby exemplifying that the body is fruitful.

And finally, the body is essential is exemplified by the dogma
of Mary’s assumption.’

Fr. Donald Calloway’s book The Virgin Mary and Theology of

the Body discusses how the Marian Dogmas shed light on the
teachings of Pope John Paul II’'s Theology of the Body. This book
contains some of the world’s foremost Mariologists and experts
on the Theology of the Body who share their insights on how
Mary illuminates the message of the TOB in a profound way.

Mary is at the heart of all the teachings of the Church because
she is at the heart of Christianity. Every teaching about Mary will
affirm, and must affirm, a teaching about Christ and His Church.
Mary does not stand on her own. The Blessed Mother, Virgin
Mary is indeed the Masterpiece image, model, and prototype of
the Church.
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Mary’s role is always to point to Christ and His mission
being carried out in and through the history of Salvation.
Thus, Fr. Donald Calloway concludes that “all of Mary’s privileges
are meant to be a hermeneutical tool, a theological method,
teaching us something about what God has planned for us.”!

In his pastoral letter “Catholic teaching of the Human Body”

on Dec 8, 2002, Archbishop John Meyers states, “Let us ask
Mary... who was and is Theotokos, mother of God, and
who exemplified the meaning and dignity of the human
body for her Son, to be our model and patroness in the
work that lies ahead.” It is our hope that the richness of
the Church’s teachings on Mary encourage us to seek and
learn more about the teachings of Pope John Paul |l on
Theology of the Body.

' The Virgin Mary and Theology of the Body, Editor: Fr. Donald H. Calloway, June 2014

2 Fulton J. Sheen, The Assumption and the Modern World, The Thomist 14 (January, 1951):
31-40.

3 Mary Timothy Prokes, Toward a Theology of the Body, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996),
168. Cf. Paul Haffner, The Mystery of Mary, (England: Gracewing, 2004), 227.

4 Evert, Jason (2018). Theology of the Body in One Hour. Totus Tuus Press. ISBN 978-1-
944578-85-5.

°>John Paul Il, Theotokos 208
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E. DISCUSSION

Suggested discussion starters:

(» What does “Mary is God’s Masterpiece,” mean to me and my
walk with the Lord through my mission and participation in the
works of evangelization?

@ Do | agree that Mary helps me transform to be a true disciple of
Christ? If so, how can | enrich my relationship with her?

@ Personal Reflection: what offering, gift, joy, or heartache do |
bring to the Blessed Mother’s caring hands today?

F. SUGGESTED LECTIO DIVINA
Sirach 6:18-37 Blessings of Wisdom

G. CLOSING PRAYER

Prayer for the Assumption of Mary

Father in heaven, all creation rightly gives you praise,

for all life and all holiness come from youl.

In the plan of your wisdom,

she who bore the Christ in her womb

was raised body and soul in glory to be with Him in heaven.
May we follow her example in reflecting your holiness

and join in her hymn of endless love and praise.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Source: https://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=1160
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The Immaculate Conception, Giovanni Battista Tiepolo, 1767-1768
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